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be coming. With increasing repression and the clouds in the
Indian sky constantly changing their colour, how can anyone
know who will be arrested and when ? And why should we at all
care to know who else has been arrested? Even if all the leaders
be arrested, we will not resort to violence. If we have been lazy
so far, we should start working; if, with the leaders in our midst
we are inclined to be a little irresponsible, in their absence we
should take the responsibility upon ourselves and assume leader-
ship. In our struggle, everyone is entitled to be a leader, since the
leader is one who does greater service. If leadership is for ser-
vice, how can it incite envy?
We should, therefore, rejoice if Deshbandhu Das has been
arrested, feel enthused rather than despondent and have hope that
the hour of our victory is drawing near. We shall get nothing at
all without being tested and, if we do get anything, we shall not
be able to retain it. As food taken when one is not hungry is not
assimilated, likewise the happiness which comes to us without our
suffering for it can be of no profit to us. We become stronger as
our bonds break one after one through our internal strength. If,
however, a person who has been bound for some time is unex-
pectedly set free by somebody else, he seems to behave, actually
does behave, like one who has been crippled. The same thing
happens to us. The imprisonment of our leaders, therefore, heralds
the dawn of our freedom.
Let us not mind if Lalaji is absent from the Congress, or Das,
or Mohiuddin, or Phooken from Assam, or Shanti Swarup of Faru-
khabad, or Harkarannath of Lucknow, or Gupta from Andhra, or
Yukub Hassan of Madras or Kitchlew or Stokes or Pandit Nekiram,
or Pandit Sunderlal, or Bhagwandinji, or Pir Badshah Mian, or
Jitendralal Bannerjee, or Sengupta; what does it matter if they
or other fighters like them are not present? Let us not mind if
the Ali Brothers are absent and so is the contingent of brave Sikh
Sardars. Though they may not be physically present, their souls
will be with us, will watch the strength we display and judge us,
They will see whether or not we were worthy of their sacrifices.
Soldiers are not afraid of being wounded. They know that to be
wounded is to prove one's courage, and to prove one's courage is to
win. We should cling to our faith that anyone who serves when out-
side the prison serves better still if, though innocent, he is imprisoned.
To PARSI BROTHERS AND SISTERS
I know that in many places our Parsi brothers and sisters feel
uncomfortable and are afraid of Hindus and Muslims, I feel